ACTS

Assistance; Coaching; Training; Seminars


Launching the Community Building Blocks

On May 5-7, 2006 the Community Building Blocks will be launched in Poland at the Catholic Renewal Centre in Lancarona, near the city of Krakow. Then on June 9-11, 2006 the Community Building Blocks will be launched in Slovakia in the city of Bratislava. 

I have been working with Catholic and ecumenical communities now for about 15 years and have being involved with helping these communities get started both in eastern and western Europe. What I have experienced is that these prayer groups or youth groups who wanted to become communities had an initial excitement and energy but after a while this excitement was lost and many people left. It seemed as if we had built on sand. All our efforts and our good intentions seem to have brought very little fruit. This frustrated me and caused me to search for a way how we can build communities that would be stable. My desire was to be able to build communities that would last and bring forth much fruit. How could we build our communities in such a way that they would last? Not only for 5 or 10 years but rather for 20 – 40 years and even perhaps to live and grow beyond us. Can we build something now that our children will benefit from in the future. I believe this is possible however it is a great challenge.

I have been very priviledged to have learn’t from people like Hans und Susie Eisenhardt who have been involved with the communities from the “Sword of the Spirit” communities in the USA; Europe and Africa and Mag. Johannes Fichtenbauer founder of the Return to the Lord Community in Vienna; Bruce Clewett the founder of Kerygma Teams which is part of  the international mission organisation Youth with a Mission and lately from Mag. Johannes Hüger of the Koinonia community in Germany who is consulting communities and organisations. All of whom are part of the European network of Communities. 

This led me to develop the Community Building Blocks which are vital building stones in laying the foundations for our communities in Europe. If communities would lay down these foundations I believe this would give a lot of stability and enable us to fullfill God’s calling and His purpose for our communities. I believe God has called each community for a very special purpose. It’s all about how can we find God’s calling for our groups? And how can we develop into all that God is wanting us to be? It is a journey that God is taking us on and we trust that He will bring us to the place that He has for each one of us. It is very exciting and adventurous to follow His ways. God is wanting our communities to be a “City on a Hill” where people are drawn to it, that people are attracted to it and can be a light in our world. 

A small team has developed now in Vienna called ACTS which is a service team of the European Network of Communities and it is our desire to give these Community Building Blocks to community leaders and future community leaders so that they can use them to build their communities and lay foundations that will help their community to be stable and be able to grow. We also would like to see an ACTS team trained in Poland and Slovakia and other European nations so that these ACTS teams can serve and help build the communities in Europe.

The Community Building Blocks will be given on 6 Weekends over a period of two years. Every 3 months there will be one weekend. This will enable the community to be able to implement these Building Blocks into their Community. After each weekend there will be homework and a way to apply what they have learnt into their community.  

Please sign up. The first weekend is open after that you need to commit to the next 5 weekends and come with the permission of your community leaders. acts@telering.at
Gavin Farley

ACTS Teams serving the +enc Communities

What are these Community Building Blocks?

CBB 1: Community Foundations 

· Calling; Identity; History and Values.

CBB 2: Mission; Vision and Strategic Development

· Mission; Vision; Strategy; Goals and Projects

CBB 3: Community Life Style

· Life Style; Organisation and Structure 

CBB 4: Leadership Development

· Christian Leadership; Developing Leaders and Team Development.

CBB 5:  Community Care

· Pastoral Care; Spiritual and Personal Development; Small Groups 

CBB 6: Community Commitment
· Commitment and Covenant. 
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