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„Faith is being sure of what 
we hope for and certain of 
what we cannot see..“ 

 Hebrews 11:1 

,����-�
��)�		�
���������
.��
���������
-��

�������/���0���-�����+1��
2
��#3�"�

��������	
��������
�	
����

�����
�����������������

����������
��
��
���������������������

��������

�  ��
!��"��
�#
��$���%	&�

�
'���
�� €(����)���
*�	���+	,�

���

$�--��
�
*��
��$����%	�

��
� !!"��
� !!"��
� !!"��
� !!"� ���

####����

 
Visionary Leadership are those who 
see   beyond the majority and lead. 
Without a vision the people perish 
 
Having Hope and being positive about 
the future isn’t easy in a negative, 
hostile, and cynical world. We are 
confronted daily with many dooms day 
prophets with bad news, through people 
we meet and through the media. 
Weherar about the decay of moral 
values and people giving up on faith. 
Who are you listening too? 
 
Where is our hope and our faith? 
When we look at our country, city, 
church or community what do we see? 
The holy scriptures talk about having 
faith and a hope. There is a reason to 
believe God and know that He has a 
future and a wonderful plan for us. 
If we the christian community are not 
able to give a hope for their future then 
I believe we have failed to be leaders. 
One of the most interesting stories in 
the holy scriptures that challenge me in 
my faith even when things look very 
desolate is the story of Joshua and  
Caleb in Numbers chapter 13 +14 
 

Faith in God’s Promises? 
The people of God were at the edge of the  
Promised Land. The land that God had 
promised them – that is secure and to be       
trusted.  After being in the wilderness for 40 
years they had arrived and they were about 
to enter and receive that which God had  
promised. A land filled with milk and      
honey. I am sure they were excited and said 
to themselves “Finally we have made it.”  
 
Faith in the Past 
The People of God had already experienced 
God’s mighty deeds in the wilderness. They 
had experienced God’s provision, God’s 
presence in guidence, His power and His 
protection.  Surely they believed that God 
would be with them and that God would  
enable them to enter the Promised Land. 
 
Faith in God’s Presence? 
They proceeded to send out leaders from 
each tribe of Isreal(these were community 
leaders) to spy out the land (13:3-16) to see 
how they can enter in and pocess the land. 
Their assignment was very clear.(13:17–20)
They were not asked if they can do it but 
were asked to report about what the land and 
the people were like. 
These 12 tribal(community) leaders returned 
back to give a report of their findings to  
Moses and Aaron (the leadership) and to the 
people of God(the Community).They      
showed them the fruit of the land and they 
reported that this land was truly a land filled 
with milk and honey. (13:.21-27). 

“The one who has 
hope lives  

differently.” 
 “Faith draws the 

future into the  
present.” 

Pope Benidict 
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Faith is knowing God’s Provision? 
They  could actually see and taste how good God’s 
provision was – Great this sounds really good.  
 
Faith is knowing God’s Power? 
However the tribal(community leaders) went on 
and told them all about how big and strong the 
people that lived in the land were and that cities 
were strong and very large. These leaders gave 
their opinion and said "We are not able to go up 
against the people,they are too strong for us"  
    (Numbers 13: 28-29, 31). 
Faith is having God’s Perpective 
After their very positive report they gave a negative 
report and started reporting about the reasons why 
they could not enter the land that God had 

promised. They saw 
all the giants that 
faced them and  
they felt like    
Grasshoppers
(small) in the sight 
of these giants.
(13:32-33).They 
saw themselves as 
helpless, weak and 

insignificant. 
 
Faith is facing the Problems 
This report from the tribal leaders affected the  
whole congregation (community) and they started 
crying and complaining and the people wished that 
they had died in Egypt or in the wilderness. They 
wanted to return back to Egypt and back to slavery
(Num. 14: 1-4)!! They didn’t want to fight or face 
the giants. There are always people within our  
communities who don’t want to fight and don’t 
want to face the giants.They wanted to retreat and 
to go back to how it was. Can you imagine how the 
leadership felt. Well Moses and Aaron fell on their 
faces before God.(v. 
5) 
When we see the     
problems and the 
giants that face us 
each day we tend to 
lack vision, faith and 
hope and we become 
short sighted and we 
don’t see what God 

    ����

Faith is seeing things  
differently 
If we want to lead and give hope 
in our country, church and 
community then we need to have 
hope for the future and see the 
things from God’s perspective.  
Joshua and Caleb were such tribal 
(community) leaders.  
They were leaders who saw things 

differently than the other ten. They were courageous. 
Faith is Possesing God’s Promised Land 
They recognized their past (history) and they admitted 
the reality of their present situation. There were giants 
but they saw God greater than the giants. They knew 
God’s power and His promises to them as a people so 
they could know their future. God was with them and 
if God was with them they knew they would be able to 
enter the land and posses it. (13:30) (14:7-9). 
Faith is not being  
intimidated by  
Fear 
When you have 
Godly vision you see 
things from God’s 
perspective and you 
are not afraid or  
intimidated because 
you are confident 
that God is with you and that there is nothing that can 
hinder you from accomplishing them. One would think 
that the Community would respond in the same way or 
say “Thank God there is someone who is thinking 
straight” however this was not the case. See how the 
community responds(Num. 14:10). They wanted to  
stone them. “Oh God help us as leaders not to give in to 
our fear or to give into the majority.”  
 
Faith is believing in God’s Promises 
I pray that God will help us to keep our eyes fixed on 
Him to give us His vision and to remember His        
promises that He has given to us. Let us not forget 
them. Let us not loose sight of the Vision that God has 
given to our communities. 
Community leaders with Godly vision are rare. You see 
here that out of twelve leaders only two saw things   
differently. Joshua and Caleb saw things with eyes of 
faith and hope. They saw things because they trusted in 
God’s word—His promises to them. 

By Gavin Farley 
A.C.T.S Teams 
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Community Building Blocks completed  
Krakow, Poland and Bratislava, Slovakia 
The ACTS Teams have been busy over the last two years 
with running a Community Building program consisting of 
six Community Building Blocks. We started off with        
between 12- 14 different groups in Krakow and about 12   
different groups in Bratislava. However during the two year 
program we did loose some groups along the way.  
We realized that these six building block weekends were just 
too much for some of these groups  so we have decided to 
run the Community Building Blocks in two building phases.  
In Krakow and Bratislava  a total of 12 different groups 
completed the full building program over the last two years. 
 
In Krakow we saw the communities become established in 
their foundations and were able to develop their visions. As a 
result one community has started running evangelic Masses 
to which many people are coming. Here people are finding 
Jesus. We have heard of some amazing stories how God is 
meeting these people and there have also been some reports 
of people being healed. I get really  excited when I hear  
such things as this is exactly why the ACTS team exists. 
It was great working with Wolfgang and Maria Matern who 
were a great addition to the ACTS teams. We are looking 
forward to our next project. 
However we also hear of struggles and conflicts from the 
Church and within the communities. The community leaders 
are facing many battles in Poland. Please pray for the 
communities in Poland. Please also pray for Andrzej who is 
leading a community “En Cristo” He is suffering with 
mushrooming of the liver and he is fighting for his life. He 
has a wife and two young children so please Pray that God 
heals him. 
In Bratislava at our last weekend which was on “Covenant 
and Commitment” we were very encouraged . Many of the 
communities are small and they realized that they needed to 
work more closely together. There are three groups who 
have joined each other and this has made them a lot   
larger and stronger as a community. 
Recently they had a community weekend together and 
they made a covenant with one another. The atmosphere 
in the community has changed and they have received 
peace and they no longer are afraid. There eyes have 
been opened to the blessing of what covenat 
relationships can bring. After our weekend they began 
to understand and to see it not as a burden but rather as 
a     privilege.The Community Building program has 
strengthened the groups in Bratislava and we pray that 
God will continue to strengthen them and make them 
into healthy growing Communities that are a          
“Light on a Hill.”  

ACTS Team from the 
Umkehr zum Herrn. 

Covenant  
Building Block 
in Bratislava 

Adam Dyles leader on 
an ecumenical  
community in  
Katowice 

Andrzej leader of „En 
Cristo“ Seminar centre 
in Lancarona 

Leaders at Community 
Building Blocks  in  
Poland 
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Community Building Blocks in Cluj, Rumania 
 
In February I was privelged to give the second Community Building Block on “Community Vision” in Cluj, 
Rumania. The communities were challenged to find their vision. In Rumania there is already a national    
Community network which currently consists of  about 14-15 different communities. There were a total of 80 
leaders that  attended this seminar. This was also very challenging for me as I ministered alone  for a whole 
week to many different communities trying to help the communities to find their direction and help them to 
find their vision. 
Many of them were very creative and the Lord inspired them. They became quite excited as they drew a 
picture of their future. It was very encouraging. But there were other communities who had difficulties and 
realized that they didn’t really have a clear vision for their community. 
It was also a great challenge for me to work through interpreters but I believe it went really well and I am very 
encouraged to see how the Rumanian Community Network works. 
The communities are really facing enormous difficulties because Rumania has now become a part of the 
European Union and the changes are happening very fast. The communities often have difficulty finding a 
place to meet and when they do they are charged very high prices. Even by the church. Sometimes they are 
able to rent a building but its only for a short period and then after a year or two they have to find something 
else and by that time the prices have increased to more than double. Prices are escalating very fast and people 
are finding it hard to keep up. One community now is even  considering buying a piece of land so that they 
can build a christian kinder garden and then also have a place to meet as a community. These are great visions 
and great challenges. Please pray for the communities in Rumania that God leads them to make steps of faith 
so that these communities will show the way into the future. I believe that God will show them a solution to 
their situation. 

New Project to start in Zagreb, Croatia 
This is not the first time I have been to Zagreb but we 
have been developing a good relationship over the years 
with different communities in Croatia. In April 2008 I 
visited the communities that came together and 
presented to them the European Network of 
Communities and also presented the different programs 
that we have to assist and train communities. They felt 
the need to have a Basic Leadership Training course 
which we have put together. So over the next year we 
will be running four weekends on Leadership for the 
community leaders in Croatia. We are hoping to have at 
least 50 leaders  attend these weekends. What is also 
quite exciting about this project is that we will be having 
a person joining our team from a community in 

Communities join ENC -  
We are excited that over the past few months there 
have been three communities who have joined the 
European Network of Communities. One 
community from Ravensburg, Germany, One from 
Sienna, Italy and one from Kaunus, Lithuania. We 
wish to extend a heartily welcome to these 
communities. We pray that they would be 
strengthened through their connection with the 


